
A color for 
each group 

of 
characters

Labels to show 
who's in the 
group, i.e. 

when people 
join or leave

Time as 
line 

thickness

proxomity of 
the lines to 
show rels 
between 
groups

Used the 
map to 
show 
places

Paths vs 
relationships 
(closeness) 

clash; both use 
position of lines

Combining 
spatial 

distance and 
relationships

curve is 
the 

story

Each dash 
represents a 

day, y- position 
shows the 

country

There's 
flags to say 

what the 
country is

Time is 
arranged 

horizontally

Not clear 
who is 

traveling 
together

This is 
South 

America

Would have to 
count dashes to 

identify dates 
- what's a better 
way to visualize 

arrival dates?

Why did 
they choose 
these bands

When are 
groups 

traveling by 
themselves?

Representation 
of time was 

hard

Inspired by: 
http://leonardmartin

.fr/view.php? 
name=2017&item=1

Round 1 Round 2 Round 3

Round 1 Round 2 Round 3

Visualizing relationships between people 
over time and space

Session 2

Today you'll make 2 sketches, in 20 min each

Answer the questions & pick inspiration cards

Tingying

Liz

If you're curious, these are the 

sketches we made

Choose one question:

How much of Middle Earth did each character visit?

How far away (spatial distance) from each other were the different characters 

at any point?

1.

2.

Choose one question:

How do the bands move between countries and continents?

How far do the bands travel from their home town?

1.

2.

What are the timings of the groups' journeys: When do the groups arrive at the different 

locations? How long do they stay in one place?

For which dates and locations are the bands traveling together and when/where are they alone?

segments for 
duration of 

journeys, circles 
around locations 
for duration of 

stay

Dates show 
when line 

starts

Colored circles 
show duration 

of stay for 
each character

Black 
circles just 

to mark 
locations

This would be 
a layer added 

to the previous 
sketch

linear 
time + 

saturation

Bottom 
part: North 

America

Same 
inspiration, the 

bands are 
riding in a bus 

together

each dash is a 
day, the circles 
mark the start 
of a new week

A little cart pops- 
out of the bus 

when the other 
band separated 

from Imagine 
dragons

y- axis 
used for 
locations

Top part: end 
of south 

america, join 
with Grace

Spiral is 
supposed to 
mean "time 

has past"

Flags for 
the 

countries

Focus 
on 

vehicle

Different 
groups for 

the different 
bands

Size of the landing 
pads represent 
the number of 

days they spend 
in one place

x is time, 
y is 

location

Overlapping 
because she 

joined partway 
through their 

tour

Building up previous 
sketch was nice, less 

confident about 
next sketch, could 

use a second 
iteration

Didn't use 
the cards, 

already had 
the axes

To taken 
with the 

rollercoaster 
metaphor

Wanted to do 3D, 
imaged sketch 3 

being 3d. Felt she 
couldn't 

communicate it.

3rd dimension is 
more about giving 

the vehicles volume. 
Showing if it's in the 
space or the air. To 
make the metaphor 

more realistic.

Lost time on 
quality, so that 
communication 
would be easier

Difficult 
when you 
don't do 

this often

http://leonardmartin.fr/view.php?name=2017&item=1
http://leonardmartin.fr/view.php?name=2017&item=1
http://leonardmartin.fr/view.php?name=2017&item=1
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